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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because 
reference character "30" has been used to designate both the belt in Fig. 3 and the carrier 
member in Fig. 2a. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required 
in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-6, 8-9 and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Frulio(EP 1123886). 

Frulio shows an apparatus that could be used for changing the orientation of a number of 
packaging containers in motion in a filling machine from a first orientation to a second 
orientation at a right angle to the first orientation. The apparatus includes a linear magnetic 
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induction conveyor 9/10 provided with a plurality of carriers 21 to which a unit carrier 41 is 
connected. The carrier is made up of a first carrier member 3 1 and a second carrier member 25 
which are displaceable relative to each other in a first direction perpendicular to the direction of 
conveyance. The carrier unit is rotatably connected to each of the carrier members at via a shaft 
40 journalled in the second carrier member and a pin 36 extending from within the carrier unit to 
the second carrier through a track 37 provided in the second carrier member. The pin and the 
shaft are spaced at a distance from each other in a second direction transverse to the first 
direction so that displacement of one of the carrier members in relation to the other entails a 
rotation of the carrier unit about the axis of the shaft which corresponds to a change of 
orientation of the packaging container from the first to the second orientation. The axis of the 
shaft 64 is aligned with the point of gravity of a container supported on the carrier unit so that the 
point of gravity of the packaging container thereby maintains substantially the same direction of 
movement and speed from the first to the second orientation. Thus Frulio shows all the structure 
required by claims 1-4, 8, and 19 and which operates with all the steps required by claim 17. 

The carrier unit includes a pair of finger portions 44 that are equidistant from the shaft so 
that they are adapted to carry a package container in a position with its point of gravity centered 
over the shaft. If the containers had corner flats pointing straight out from the sides of packages 
having the same width as the packages illustrated in Figs. 5d and 5b, the carrier unit would be 
adapted to carry the package under the corner flaps. Thus Frulio has all the structure required by 
claims 5-6 and 18. 

The conveyor includes a first looped track formed by guides 10 and a second and third 
looped tracks 35 illustrated in dashed lines in Fig. 1. The first track guides the second carrier 
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member and the second track guides the first carrier member. The second track includes a 
switching section that causes the first carrier member to move in from the third track to the 
second track thereby permitting at least one of the carrier members to change tracks as required 
by claim 9. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 7 and 10-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Special attention should be paid to Russell et al. (US 4,330,288) if applicant attempts to 
amend around Frulio in a way that broadens any aspects of the claims indicated as containing 
allowable subject matter. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARK A. DEUBLE whose telephone number is (571)272-6912. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene O. Crawford can be reached on (571) 272-691 1 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Mark A. Deuble/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3651 
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